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Johann Baptist (Georg) Neruda (Jan Krtitel Jiti Neruda), believed to have been born in
Rositz c. 1708, was a violinist and composer who travelled as a musician until becoming a member
of the Electorial Chapel at Dresden from 1750 until his death in 1780. He composed 18
symphonies, 14 concertos, 30 trios, 6 violin pieces, and an opera.

The present CONCERTO IN Eb MAJOR was originally intended for the corno-da-caccia
(hunting horn) (trompe; trompe-de-chasse; cor-de-chasse) , a valveless member of the horn family
possessing a slender bore size and coiled in modern fashion. The corno-da-caccia differed from
the traditional 18th century horn in that it possessed a shallow cup-shaped mouthpiece quite
similiar to that of a trumpet. The instrument itself was usually of eloguent design, often
elaborately engraved, and of a length and bore size approaching that of the sophisticated Yager
trumpet used during the early 18th century. Such horns are believed to have been in use as early
as the late 17th century and were often used in the scoring of many composers, including J.S.Bach
and Handel.

For the corno-da-caccia to be played properly , trumpeters were required to play the instrument.
Therefore, the tone attained by a trumpeter on such a trumpet-like instrument must have sounded
more similiar to that of a modern trumpet performance than to that of the modern French horn.
Therefore, the sound and range required of this work justifies its welcome inclusion in the limited
number of early classic works for trumpet.

Phonograph Recording.

Clarino Recordings (2253 Bellaire St., Denver, Colo. 67214, U.S.A.) SLP 1007;
David Hickman - trumpet, Denver Festival Chamber Orchestra, Legh Burns conducting.

The Present Edition.

The original manuscript is found in the Music Department of the National Museum,
Prague (Praha, C.S5.5.R.) and bears the title:

Concerto
a
Corno Primo
2 Violini
Alto Viola
con
Basso
del Sig. Neruda

The editor has provided cadenzas where fermati occur, being careful to observe thematic
material and style of the composition. All editorial additions (pitches, dynamics, ornaments, etc.)
are indicated by brackets and phrase markings are assigned in order to establish a consistant
articulatory style. The editor has also provided rehearsal numbers and tempi indications. Reduction
for piano is by the editor.

David R. Hickman
United States - February , 1974.



